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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Error Analysis 

Error analysis is an invaluable source of information to teachers. According to Richards, 

error analysis has been conducted to identify strategies which learners use in language learning, 

to track the causes of learner’s errors, obtain information on common difficulties in language 

learning or on how to prepare teaching materials.
1
 

Brown states four sources of errors: (1) Interlingual transfer, in early stages, the native 

language is the only previous linguistic system that the learner can draw upon; thus the 

interference is inevitable, (2) Intralingual transfer, one a learner was acquired parts of the new 

system, more and more intralingual transfer-generalization within L2-would occur, (3) Context 

of learning- Richards called “false concept” and Stenson called “induced errors” including, a) 

misleading explanation from the teacher, b) faulty presentation of a structure in the textbook, c) 

improperly contextualized pattern, d) confused vocabulary items because of contiguous 

presentation, e) inappropriately formal forms of language – bookish language, and (4) 

Communication strategies, in order to get the messages across, a learner may use some 

techniques like word coinage, circumlocution, false cognate, and prefabricated patterns, which 

can all be sources of errors.
2
 

                                                           
1
 Muzi V. Nzama, Error Analysis: A Study Of Errors Committed By Isizulu Speaking Learners Of English In 

Selected School (Thesis: In the department of general linguistics at the university of Zululand). Pdf, 1. 
2
 Joanna Hoang, Error Analysis In English Teaching: A Review Of Studies, 24-25. 



12 
 

 

 

B. Errors In Student Writing 

Student’s writing at the graduate level need to master specific writing tasks, such as 

summarizing, paraphrasing, and critiquing the work of others. These tasks are designed to help 

students understand and execute such tasks since they play an important role in a variety of 

writing projects, from short papers to theses. Students are expected to apply effectively the 

conventions of usage and the mechanics of written English in order that they are able to set and 

develop their ideas in their mind to produce good writing. 

Talking about the students’ error in writing, according to Swales and Feak, the most 

common errors that the students make are grammatical errors, such as lack of maintaining 

subject – verb agreement, lack of mastering the use of verb tenses, using article errors, using 

relative clauses incorrectly, using direct and indirect questions ineffectively, using incorrect or 

vague pronoun references, and paying no atention to avoid punctuation errors, and so on.
3
 

 

To support Swales’ and Feak’s idea, the examples of students’ errors in writing that are 

sited by Oshima and Hogue as follow: 

Table 1.1 

The student’s error in writing 

The use of Incorrect/Error Correct 

Punctuation I live. And go to school here.  

Where do you work.  

I live and go to school here.  

Where do you work ?  

Word missing I working in a restaurant. I am working in a restaurant.  

                                                           
3
 Novika Pujiasi, The Error of Unity and Coherence in Writing English Paragraph Made by The Six Semester 

Students of D-3 English Study Program of USU: A Case Study (Thesis: University of North Sumatra Faculty of 

Letters, English Literature Department Medan, 2008), 9-12. 
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Capitalization It is located at main and baker 

streets in the City.  

It is located at Main and Baker 

Streets in the city.  

Verb tense I never work as a cashier until I 

get a job there.  

I had never worked as a cashier 

until I got a job there.  

Subject-verb 

agreement 

The manager work hard.  

There is five employees.  

The manager works hard.  

There are five employees.  

Make one word 

or sentence 

Every one works hard.  

We work together. So we have 

become friends.  

Everyone works hard.  

We work together, so we have 

become friends.  

Spelling The maneger is a woman.  The manager is a woman.  

Plural She treats her employees like 

slave.  

She treats her employees like 

slaves.  

Unnecessary 

word 

My boss she watches everyone 

all the time.  

My boss watches everyone all 

the time.  

Wrong word 

form 

Her voice is irritated.  

 

Her voice is irritating.  

 

Wrong word The food is delicious. Besides, 

the restaurant is always 

crowded.  

The food is delicious. 

Therefore, the restaurant is 

always crowded.  

Pronoun 

reference error 

The restaurant’s specialty is 

fish. They are always fresh. 

The food is delicious. 

Therefore, it always crowded.  

The restaurant’s specialty is 

fish. It is always fresh.  

The food is delicious. 

Therefore, the restaurant is 



14 
 

 

 

always crowded.  

Wrong word 

order 

Friday always is our buisest 

night.  

Friday is always our busiest 

night.  

Run – on Lily was fired she is upset  

 

Lily was fired, so she is upset.  

 

Lily was fired; therefore, she is 

upset.  

Comma splice 

(incorrectly 

joined 

independent 

clauses) 

Lily was fired, she is upset.  

 

Because Lily was fired, she is 

upset.  

Lily is upset because she was 

fired.  

Fragment 

(incomplete 

sentence) 

She was fired. Because she was 

always late.  

 

She was fired because she 

always late.  

 

Add transition She was also careless. She 

frequently spilled coffee on the 

table.  

She was also careless. For 

example, she frequently spilled 

coffe on the table.  

Subject Is open from 6:00 P.M. until 

the last customer leaves.  

 

The restaurant is open from 

6:00 P.M. until the last 

customer leaves.  

Verb The employees on time and 

work hard. 

The employees are on time and 

work hard.  
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Preposition We start serving dinner 6:00 

P.M. 

We start serving dinner at 6:00 

P.M.  

Conjunction The garlic shrimp, fried clams, 

broiled lobster are the most 

popular dishes.  

The garlic shrimp, fried clams, 

and broiled lobster are the most 

popular dishes.  

Article Diners expect glass of water 

when they first sit down at 

table.  

Diners expect a glass of water 

when they first sit down at the 

table.  

 

C. Writing 

1. Definition of writing 

 Writing is one of language skill as a productive skill. As a skill, practicing is much 

needed in writing. Brown described writing as a process of putting ideas down on paper to 

transform thoughts into words, to sharpen main ideas, and to give them structure and 

coherent organization. Writing needs a skill to connect sentences to form them into a 

coherent text. 

 Besides, writing is more difficult than other language skill like listening, speaking 

and reading. As Farris states, “of all language arts, writing is the most complex for children 

to learn and the most difficult for teachers to teach”. Bryne states that writing is the whole of 

the relevant activity and we create the context as we write.
4
  

 From the statements above, we can conclude that writing is a process of putting ideas 

in a context. Usually writing is becoming the one of difficult language skills.  

                                                           
4
 Ary Setya Budhi Ningrum, Scaffolding Strategy In The Process Of Writing To Improve The Students’ 

Writing Ability (Jakarta: Kementrian Agama Republik Indonesia, 2012), 1-2. 
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 If we talk about writing, we can’t release from paragraph and essay. They are 

becoming a whole of writing and they have the basic unit of writing. 

a. Writing a paragraph 

 Paragraph is the basic unit of academic writing in English. Paragraph begins with 

a sentence that introduces the topic and main idea of the paragraph. It is called the topic 

sentence. The middle part of the paragraph is called the body, and it consists of 

sentences that explain or support the topic sentence. These sentences are called 

supporting sentences. The last sentence is called the concluding sentence, which ends 

the paragraph by reminding the reader of the main point of the paragraph.
5
 

 According to John Langan in his book, paragraph is a series of sentences about 

one main idea or point. A paragraph typically starts with a point and the rest of the 

paragraph provides specific details to support and develop that point. A point is a 

general idea that contains an opinion.
6
 

 In other opinion, paragraph is a group of related sentences that discuss one (and 

usually one) main idea. A paragraph can be as short as one sentence or as long as ten 

sentences. 
7
  

 The three parts of paragraph are: 

a) The topic sentence 

 A topic sentence is the most important sentence in a paragraph because it 

contains the main idea of the paragraph. A good topic sentence has two parts: the 

                                                           
5
 Pearson, Writing, 3. 

6
 John Langan, Sentence Skills A Workbook for Writers Seventh Edition (America: Mc Graw Hill), 2004, 11-

12. 
7
 Writing Academic English, Fourth Edition, 11. 
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topic and the controlling idea. The topic is the subject of paragraph. The controlling 

idea limits the topic of paragraph. Example of topic sentence: 

 New York is a fun place to be on new year’s eve. 

 New York has great entertainment. 

 New York is the world’s loudest city. 

New York is become the topic (has the same topic) and the other sentences are 

the controlling idea. 

 The most academic writing is done to persuade the reader that a point of view 

is reasonable. Another part of writing topic sentences is to write a sentence that has a 

clear point of view, which is usually the writer’s opinion.  

b) The body (supporting sentence) 

 Supporting sentences explain the topic sentence. One common way to do this is 

with facts. Such as, 

 The second holiday in golden week is constitutional memorial day. 

 This day marks the establishment of the Japanese constitution on May 3, 1947. 

 A second way to support a topic sentence is with examples. Such as, 

 For example, they fly flags shaped like carp outside their homes to bring strength 

and success to their boys. 

c) The concluding sentence 

 The concluding sentence of a paragraph is generally needed in a stand-alone 

paragraph. Usually, a concluding sentence is a restatement of the topic sentence. That is, 

it gives the same information as the topic sentences usually start with transition, such as 
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all in all, in conclusion, in short, or in summary. Not all concluding sentences need a 

transition.
8
 

 From the statements above we can conclude that a paragraph is a series of sentences 

that has three parts, topic sentence, body (supporting sentence) and concluding sentence. 

 

b. Writing an Essay 

 An essay is a piece of writing several paragraphs long. It is about one topic, just 

as a paragraph is. However, because the topic of an essay is too complex to discuss in 

one paragraph, the writer needs to divide it into several paragraphs, one for each major 

point. 
9
 

 The three parts of an essay are: 

a) An introduction (introductory paragraph) 

   An introduction consists of two parts; general statements to attract the 

reader’s attention and the thesis statements to state the main idea of an essay.10
 

   According to Oshima and Hogue, an introductory paragraph has function to 

introduce the topic of the essay and arrous the reader’s interest. One of them is by 

using the “funnel introduction”. It contains two parts, namely; several general 

statements and a thesis statement.  

   General statements give the reader background information about the topic of 

the essay. They move gradually from a very general idea of the topic to a very 

specific data. The first general statement in a funnel introduction just introduces the 

topic. 

                                                           
8
 Cynthia, Writing, 4-9. 

9
 Writing Academic, 65. 

10
 Ibid, 66. 
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   The thesis statement should introduce the main idea of the essay. It should be 

as specific as possible. By writing a specific thesis statement, the writer can focus on 

his/her subject and give the reader a clearer idea of what will follow in the body of 

the essay.  

b) A body 

   The body paragraphs are the second major parts of an essay. The body of an 

essay is made up of one or more paragraphs. Each of these paragraphs has a topic 

sentence, supporting sentences and sometimes a concluding sentence. Each of the 

body paragraphs supports the thesis statement.  

   The purpose of the body paragraphs is to present all the details that support, 

explain, defend, describe, illustrate or develop the idea given in the thesis statement. 

Each body paragraphs has two parts; the topic sentence and the supporting details. 

The topic sentence presents the point of the body. This point is one aspect of the 

thesis statement. 

c) A conclusion (concluding paragraph) 

   The conclusion is the last paragraph of the essay. Just as the introductory 

paragraph has two parts, the general statements and the thesis statement, the 

concluding paragraph has two parts, the concluding sentences and the final thoughts. 

   The first part of the concluding paragraph summarizes the main points or 

repeats the thesis statement in different words. This may require one or more than 

one sentence. The first sentence of a concluding paragraph sometimes, but not 

always, begins with a conclusion transition signal such as in brief or in short. 
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   The second part of the concluding paragraph may contain the writer’s 

comments on the subject of the essay. This is the place for the writer to express his 

opinion, makes a judgment, or gives a recommendation. The one that the writer 

must remember is that he/she should not add any new ideas in the conclusion 

because it is already the end of the essay.
11

 

   From the statements above, we can conclude that essay is a piece of writing 

that consists of long paragraphs. It has three parts, they are; introduction 

(introductory paragraph), a body and a conclusion (concluding paragraph). 

 Then, we can summary that a paragraph is a part of an essay. And they are having the 

same of basic unit of academic writing. Like this describing bellow. 

 

  

                                                           
11
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THE PARAGRAPH     THE ESSAY 

 

General Statements 

THESIS STATEMENT 

Introductory  

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Topic Sentence 

 

Body 

(Supporting Sentence) 

 

 

Concluding Sentence 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

Supporting Sentences 

(Concluding Sentence) 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

Supporting Sentences 

(Concluding Sentence) 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

Supporting Sentences 

(Concluding Sentence) 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE(S) 

Final Thoughts 
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2. The process of writing 

 We know that writing is a process of putting ideas. Process of writing refers to 

everything a writer does, from the moment he/she starts to thinking about what to write, 

until the final copy is completed.  

 Goffman and Berkowitz divide the process of writing into four steps: prewriting, 

drafting, revising, and editing. Prewriting, using pre-writing techniques to gather ideas, 

choosing a purpose and an audience and ordering ideas. Drafting, putting ideas down on 

paper and exploring new ideas during writing. Revising, consist of editing (considering ideas 

and organization), proofreading (correcting errors including sentence structure, usage, 

spelling, punctuation, and capitalization and polishing). Editing (considering ideas and 

organization). 

 Tompkins and Hoskisson divide the writing process into five stages: prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing, and sharing. Prewriting, there are two sessions on the prewriting 

stage namely brainstorming ideas and making an outline. In the brainstorming ideas the 

writer is expected to be able to explore, select, and order the ideas to make an outline of the 

topic. Drafting, on the drafting stage the writer is expected to be able to develop an outline 

to become a rough draft. Revising, on the revising stage the writer is expected to be able to 

revise their draft related to the content and the organization of the ideas. Editing, on the 

editing stage the writer is expected to be able recognize problems in terms of spelling, 

punctuation, and grammar in the revised draft. And publishing/sharing, in the final stage of 

writing process the writer shares the final product with others.
12
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 Ibid, 36-41. 
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 From the opinions above, we can conclude that the two experts state that the base of 

writing process is the same. It is only about what they are saying. Then, the processes of 

writing are prewriting, drafting, revising and publishing. 

 

3. The characteristics of good writing 

 There are three kinds of characteristics of good writing; unity, coherence and 

cohesive. 

a. Unity 

Unity is the one of characteristics of good writing. Unity is all the supporting 

sentences should relate to the topic sentence. All topic sentences should be part of the 

description.
13

  

In other opinion, unity is one of the logical aspects of a good paragraph. It refers 

to the type of the supporting sentences used in the paragraph. It refers to the relevant 

data used in the paragraph. The paragraph unity is the use of the relevant supporting 

sentences to elaborate the topic sentence in the paragraph. A supporting sentence must 

be related to the main topic written in the topic sentence. It can also be related to the 

controlling idea.
14

 

From the statements above, it can be concluded that the idea must be connecting 

to other ideas in the supporting sentences. The main topic must connect with controlling 

idea and all of the paragraph must be relevant. 

b. Coherence 

                                                           
13

 Cynthia, writing, 25. 
14
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Coherence is also one of characteristics of good writing. A paragraph has 

coherence when the supporting sentences are ordered according to a principle. The 

sentence is put in order so that the reader can understand your ideas easily. The 

principles for ordering depend on the type of paragraph.
15

 

In other opinion, the Latin word cohere means “hold together”. For coherence in 

writing, the sentences must hold together; that is, the movement from one sentence to 

the next must be logical and smooth. There must be no sudden jumps. Each sentence 

should flow smoothly into the next one.  

There are four ways to achieve coherence: 

1. Repeat key nouns 

  The easiest way to achieve coherence is to repeat key nouns frequently in 

the paragraph.
16

 It means that the key nouns are usually the key of the topic or the 

key discussion in paragraph.  

2. Use consistent pronouns 

  When we use pronouns, make sure that we use the same person and 

number throughout the paragraph. We don’t change from you to he or she (change of 

person) or from he to they (change of number).
17

 It means that we must be 

consistence of using pronouns in the paragraph. 

3. Use transition signals to link ideas 

  Transition signals are expressions such as first, finally and however, or 

phrases such as in conclusion, on the other hand and as a result. Other kinds of words 

                                                           
15

 Cynthia, Writing, 18. 
16

 Writing Academic, 31. 
17

 Ibid, 33. 
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such as subordinators (when, although), coordinators (and, but), adjectives (another, 

additional), and prepositions (because of, in spite of) can serve as transition signals. 

  Transition signals are like traffic signs; they tell the reader when to go 

forward, turn around, slow down, and stop. In other words, they tell the reader when 

the writer is giving the similar idea (similarly and in addition), an opposite idea (on 

the other hand, but, in contrast), an example (for example), a result (therefore, as a 

result), or a conclusion (in conclusion). Transition signals give paragraph coherence 

because they guide the reader from one idea to the next.
18

 

4. Arrange the ideas in logical order 

  The logical order over another will, of course, depend on the topic and the 

purpose. We may even combine two or more logical orders in the same paragraph. 

The important point to remember is to arrange the ideas in some kind of order that is 

logical to a reader accustomed to the English way of writing. Some common kinds of 

logical order in English are:  

 Chronological order is order by time – a sequence of events or steps in a process.  

 In logical division of ideas, a topic is divided into parts, and each part is discussed 

separately.  

 In a comparison/contrast paragraph, the similarity and/or differences between two 

or more items are discussed.
19

 

From the statements above can be concluded that the paragraph must be in series. 
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19
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c. Cohesiveness 

Another characteristic of good writing is cohesiveness/cohesion. The paragraph 

has cohesiveness/cohesion if all the supporting sentences connect to each other in their 

support of the topic sentence.  

The methods of connecting sentences to each other are called cohesive devices. 

Four important cohesive devices are connectors, definite articles, personal pronoun and 

demonstrative pronouns.
20

  

 Connectors  

There are many kinds of connectors that provide cohesion.  

1. Coordinating conjunctions 

Coordinating conjunctions connect grammatically equal elements. 

Coordinating conjunctions are sometimes called “fan boys” conjunctions; for, 

and, nor, but, or, yet and so. 

  Table 2.1 

 Coordinating conjunctions 

Conjunction Function Example 

For Connects a reason to a 

result 

I am a little hungry, for I 

didn’t eat breakfast this 

morning. 

And Connects equal similar 

ideas 

John likes to fish and hunt. 

Nor Connects two negative She does not eat meat, nor 

                                                           
20

 Cynthia, Writing, 23. 
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sentences does she drink milk. 

But Connects equal 

different ideas 

I like to eat fish but not to 

catch them. 

Or Connects two equal 

choices 

Do you prefer coffee or tea? 

Yet Connects equal 

contrasting ideas 

It is sunny yet cold 

So Connects a result to a 

reason 

I did not eat breakfast this 

morning, so I am a little 

hungry. 

 

 

2. Subordinating Conjunctions 

Subordinating conjunction is the first word in a dependent clause. Many 

kinds of subordinating conjunctions, there are: 

a. Subordinating conjunctions for adverb clauses 

Table 3.1 

Subordinating conjunctions for adverb clauses 

Time (when) 

After After we ate lunch, we decided to go 

shopping. 

As, just as Just as we left the house, it started to rain.  

As long as We waited as long as we could. 
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As soon as As soon as the front door closed, I looked for 

my house key. 

Before I thought I had put it in my coat pocket 

before we left. 

Since I have not locked myself out of the house 

since I was ten years old. 

Until Until I was almost 12, my mother pinned the 

key to my coat. 

When When I turned 12, my mother let me keep 

the key in my pocket. 

Whenever I usually put the key in the same place 

whenever I come home. 

While While I searched for the key, it rained harder 

and harder. 

Place (where) 

Conjunction Example 

Where I like to shop where prices are low. 

Wherever I try to shop wherever there is a sale. 

Anywhere You can find bargains anywhere you shop. 

Everywhere  I use my credit card everywhere I shop. 

Manner (how) 

As, just as I love to get flowers, as most women do. 

As if  You look as if you didn’t sleep at all night. 
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As though She acts as though she doesn’t know us. 

Distance (how far? How near? How close?) 

As + adverb + as We will hike as far as we can before it turns 

dark. 

The child sat as close as she could to her 

mother. 

The child sat as close to her mother as she 

could. 

Frequency (how often?) 

As often as I call my parents as often as I can. 

Reason(why?) 

As I can’t take evening classes, as I work at 

night. 

Because I can’t take evening classes because I work 

at night. 

Since I can’t take evening classes since I work at 

night. 

Purpose (for what purpose?) 

So that  Many people emigrate so that their children 

can have a better life. 

In order that Many people emigrate in order that their 

children can have a better life. 

Result (with what result?) 
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So + adjective + that 

 

I was so tired last night that I feel asleep at 

dinner. 

So + adverb + that 

 

She talks so softly that to other students can 

not hear her. 

Such a(n) + noun + 

that 

I was such an easy test that most of 

students got A’s. 

So 

much/many/little/few 

+ noun + that 

He is taking so many classes that he has no 

time to sleep. 

Condition (under what condition?) 

If We will not go hiking if it rains. 

Unless We will not go hiking unless the weather is 

perfect. 

Partial contrast 

Although I love my brother although we disagree 

about almost everything.  

Even though I love my brother even though we disagree 

about almost everything.  

Though  I love my brother though we disagree about 

almost everything.  

Contrast (direct opposites) 

While  My brother likes classical music, while I 

prefer hard rock. 
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Whereas  He dresses conservatively, whereas I like to 

be a little shocking. 

 

 

b. Subordinating conjunctions for adjective clauses 

   Table 3.2 

Subordinating conjunctions for adjective clauses 

To refer to people 

Who, whom, whose, 

that  

(informal) 

People who live in glass houses should not 

throw stones. 

My parents did not approve of the man whom 

my sister married. 

An orphan is a child whose parents are dead. 

To refer to animals and things 

Which 

 

My new computer, which I bought yesterday, 

stopped working today. 

That Yesterday I received an e-mail that I didn’t 

understand. 

To refer to a time or place 

When  Thanksgiving is a time when families travel 

great distances to be together. 

Where  An orphanage is a place where orphans live. 
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c. Subordinating conjunctions for noun clauses 

    Table 3.3 

Subordinating conjunctions for noun clauses 

That clauses 

That  Do you believe that there is life in outer 

space? 

If/whether clauses 

Whether I can’t remember whether I locked the door. 

Whether or not I can’t remember whether or not I locked the 

door. 

Whether … or not I can’t remember whether I locked the door 

or not. 

If I can’t remember if I locked the door. 

If … or not I can’t remember if I locked the door or not. 

Question clauses 

Who, whoever, whom Whoever arrives at the bus station, first 

should buy a tickets. 

Which, what, where Do you know where the bus station is? 

When, why, how We should ask when the bus arrives. 

How much, how many Do you worry about how much they cost. 

How long, how often, 

etc. 

He didn’t care how long he had to wait. 
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3. Transitions 

Transitions/transition signals are expressions such as first, finally and 

however, or phrases such as in conclusion, on the other hand and as a result. 

Transition signals are like traffic signs; they tell the reader when to go forward, 

turn around, slow down, and stop. In other words, they tell the reader when the 

writer is giving a similar idea, an opposite idea, an example, a result or a 

conclusion. There are many kinds of transition signals like the table below.
21

 

   Table 4.1 

   Transition signals 

Transition Signals 

To list ideas in order of time To list ideas in order of important 

First, first of all, second, third, 

next, then, after that, meanwhile, in 

the meantime, finally, last, last of 

all, subsequently. 

First, first of all, first and foremost, 

second, more important, most 

important, more significantly, most 

significantly, above all, most of all. 

To add a similar or equal idea To add an opposite idea 

Also, besides, furthermore, in 

addition, moreover, too, as well. 

However, on the other hand, 

nevertheless, nonetheless, still. 

To explain or restate an idea To make a stronger statement 

In other words, in particular, 

(more) specifically, that is. 

Indeed, in fact. 

                                                           
21
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To give another possibility To give an example 

Alternatively, on the other hand, 

otherwise. 

For example, for instance. 

To express an opinion To give a reason 

According to, in my opinion, in my 

view. 

For this reason. 

To give a result To add a conclusion 

Accordingly, as a consequence, as 

a result, consequently, for these 

reasons, hence, therefore, thus. 

All in all, in brief, in short, to 

conclude, to summarize, in 

conclusion, in summary, for these 

reasons. 

To show similarities To show differences 

Likewise, similarly, also. However, in contrast, instead, in 

the contrary, on the other hand, 

rather. 

 

In other opinion, transitions are text markers. Words and phrases guide the 

reader through the text. When the paragraph does not include transitions, the 

reader faces a string of unconnected sentences is forced to impose order on and 

make connections among the various thoughts without the writer’s help. This is 

the other transition expression like the table above. 
22
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Table 4.2 

  Transition signal 

Transition signal 

To express a concession Of course, to be sure, certainly, 

granted. 

Transition signals give a paragraph coherence because they guide the 

reader from one idea to the next. 

4. Prepositions 

Prepositions are words that are used with a noun or pronoun that are 

placed in front of them to show a relation between these words with another part 

of sentence. There are: at, on, in, into, for, from, of, off, out of, over, by, with, 

etc.
23

 

 Definite articles 

 A second way to connect sentences is to use the definite article the. A noun 

with a definite article often relates to a previously mentioned noun. For example:  

 I bought a history of book yesterday. 

 I needed the history book for my classes. 

 Personal pronouns 

 Another way to help a paragraph have good cohesion is by using personal 

pronouns. A pronouns usually refers back to a previous noun-its antecedent. For 

example: 
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 Slamet Riyanto with Emilia NH and Leila NH, A Handbook of English Grammar An Effective Way to 

Master English  (Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 2013), 66-77. 
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 John is a history teacher. 

 He just got a job at the local high school. 

 Demonstrative pronouns 

 Another way to provide cohesion is to use the demonstrative pronouns. There 

are this, that, these and those.
24

 Usually, demonstrative pronouns almost the same 

with demonstrative adjectives. Examples: 

 This is my book. (demonstrative pronoun) 

 This book is mine. (demonstrative adjective) 

From the statements above, it means that the conjunction that is used must be 

suitable by using cohesive devices. 

 

A. Expository Text 

 Expository/exposition is used in giving information, making explanations, and 

interpreting meanings. Exposition is used apart from narrative, it stands alone as an essay and 

may be developed in a number of ways.
25

 

Expository text divided into two, there are:  

1. Analytical Exposition  

 Analytical exposition is a text that elaborates the writer’s idea about the 

phenomenon surrounding. Its social function is to persuade the reader that the idea is 

important matter. 

The generic structure  

Thesis: introducing the topic and indicating the writer’s position. 

                                                           
24

 Cynthia, Writing, 23-24. 
25

 George E. Wishon and Julia M. Burks, Let’s Write English Revised Edition (USA: Litton Educational 

Publishing International, 1980), 382. 



37 
 

 

 

Argument: explaining the argument to support the writer’s position. 

Argument 2: explaining the other arguments support the writer’s position more. 

Reiteration: restating the writer’s position. 

The language feature  

o Using relational process 

o Using internal conjunction 

o Using casual conjunction 

o Using simple present tense
26

 

 

2. Hortatory Exposition 

 Hortatory exposition is a text which represents the attempt of the writer to have the 

addressee do something or act in certain way. 

The generic structure  

Thesis 

Arguments 

Recommendation 

The language feature  

o Focusing on the writer 

o Using abstract noun, policy, advantage, etc 

o Using action verb 

o Using thinking verb 

o Using modal adverb; certainly, surely, etc 

o Using temporal connective; firstly, secondly, etc 
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o Using evaluative words; important, valuable, trustworthy, etc 

o Using passive voice 

o Using simple present tense27 

B. Previous Research Finding 

 In this research, the writer takes previous of study from the first thesis of “ Error 

Analysis of Narrative Text Composition Written By The Eleventh Grade Students Of MA Al-

Azhar Carangrejo Sampung Ponorogo In Academic Year 2012/2013” by Sri Murningsih 

that concerned about error analysis of narrative text composition. In this case, the thesis 

discuss about the error analysis of generic structure of narrative text composition and the 

error analysis of language feature of narrative text composition written by the eleventh grade 

students of MA Al-Azhar Carangrejo Sampung Ponorogo in academic year 2012/2013.
28

 

 The researcher takes the second thesis  as previous study “ Error Analysis of Student 

Writing (A Case Study at The Fourth Grade of STAIN Ponorogo in Academic Year 

2011/2012) ” by Aulia Ulinuha. In this case, the thesis discuss about the types of errors, the 

frequent types of errors and the causes of errors made in paragraph writing by the fourth 

grade of English department of STAIN Ponorogo in academic year 2011/2012.
29

 

 As a result, the two of previous study have the important role of knowledge. The 

researcher gets the idea/information from the error analysis, writing and text. Then, the 

researcher wants to analyze an error analysis in their title of thesis. It’s about error analysis 

of writing of text.  

                                                           
27

 Ibid, 30-31 
28

 Sri Murningsih, Error Analysis of Narrative Text Composition Written By The Eleventh Grade Students Of 

MA Al-Azhar Carangrejo Sampung Ponorogo In Academic Year 2012/2013 (Thesis: STAIN Press Ponorogo, 2013). 
29

 Aulia Ulinuha, Error Analysis of Student Writing A Case Study at The Fourth Grade of STAIN Ponorogo 

in Academic Year 2011/2012 (Thesis: STAIN Press Ponorogo, 2012). 


